[Retinovascular findings in Susac's syndrome].
Susac syndrome is a vasculopathy affecting the central nervous system, retina and cochlea leading to the triad encephalopathy, branch retinal artery occlusions and hearing loss. To date, about 300 cases have been described in the literature. Three patients with confirmed Susac syndrome were evaluated for disease-specific retinal pathologies. In addition, the overall history of the disease is presented to put the ophthalmological pathology into context. All three cases showed a retinal occlusive microangiopathy with branch retinal artery occlusions. MRI imaging revealed snowball-like lesions of the corpus callosum in two of three cases. At the initial presentation not all criteria of the disease-specific triad encephalopathy, branch retinal artery occlusions, and hearing loss were fulfilled in the three patients. Interdisciplinary collaboration between neurologists, otorhinolaryngologists and ophthalmologists is mandatory to establish the diagnosis of the disease. The occurrence of the characteristic retinal pathology with small artery occlusions and a segmental vasculopathy should always lead to the differential diagnosis of Susac syndrome.